Welcome to

St. Michael’s University Church
An inclusive and caring community
in the heart of Isla Vista

Sunday, June 13, 2021

PRELUDE
RINGING OF ISAIAH THE BELL
COLLECT
God is with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. (The celebrant says the collect, to which the people respond Amen.)

WELCOME
SONG:

“Hold On”
Paul and Silas bound in jail
Had no one to pay their bail
Keep your hands on that plow, hold on
CHORUS:
Hold on, hold on
Keep your hands on that plow and hold on
Paul and Silas thought they were lost
Dungeon shook and the chains came off
Keep your hands on that plow, hold on
CHORUS
Freedom’s name is mighty sweet
Soon one day, we’re going to meet
Keep your hands on that plow, hold on
CHORUS
The journey’s rough and the wait is slow
And we’ve still so far to go
Keep your hands on that plow, hold on
CHORUS

READING: 1 Samuel 15:34 – 16:13
Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not
see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord was
sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will
you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with
oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a
king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And
the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’
Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint
for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do
you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and
invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely
the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look
on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for
the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before
Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of
these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet
the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring
him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he
was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint
him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God!

PSALM 92 (Read antiphonally by verse)
1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord,
and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;
2 To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning
and of your faithfulness in the night season;

4 For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord;
and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.
11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
13 They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and
succulent; that they may show how upright the Lord is.
GOSPEL HYMN: “Bless the Lord My Soul”
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life

GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34
Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,
and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does
not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full
grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because
the harvest has come.” He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of
God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown
upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows
up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” With many such parables he spoke the
word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in
parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
GOSPEL HYMN: “Bless the Lord My Soul”

SERMON
MUSTARD SEED

SONG

“Come and Go With Me”
Come and go with me to that land (REPEAT 2X)
Where I’m bound, where I’m bound!
Come and go with me to that land (REPEAT)
Come and go with me to that land where I’m bound
Peace and freedom in that land...
(REPEAT WHOLE SONG)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With trust and hope, we turn our hearts to God in prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them
courage and hope in their troubles, & bring them the joy of your salvation.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the good earth and for the wisdom to live into our interdependence
with all of God’s creation.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute,
for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice
and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the good work of this community.
May our roles be uplifted by one another,
as we do healing work in Isla Vista and beyond.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.

For what and for whom else would we like to pray today? (Pause)
For all of these, we pray to God,
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
Prayer Collect

And now, as Christ has taught us, we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
For ever and ever. Amen

BLESSING
A SIGN OF PEACE
SONG

“This Little Light of Mine”
This little light of mine, I'm gonna’ let it shine
This little light of mine, I'm gonna’ let it shine
This little light of mine, I'm gonna’ let it shine
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
Hide it under a bushel? No! I'm gonna’ let it shine
Hide it under a bushel? No! I'm gonna’ let it shine
Hide it under a bushel? No! I'm gonna’ let it shine
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
All around my neighborhood, I'm gonna’ let it shine
All around my neighborhood, I'm gonna’ let it shine

All around my neighborhood, I'm gonna’ let it shine
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shin

SENDING
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!!!
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