Welcome to

St. Michael’s University Church
An inclusive and caring community
in the heart of Isla Vista

Sunday, February 21, 2021
The First Sunday in Lent

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE ISAIAH BELL
COLLECT
God is with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. (The celebrant says the collect, to which the people respond Amen.)

WELCOME
SONG:

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”
CHORUS:
Just a closer walk with thee
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea
Daily walking close to thee
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be
I am week but thou art strong
Jesus, keep me from all wrong
I’ll be satisfied as long
As I walk, let me walk close to thee
Through this world of toils and snares
If I falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares?
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee
CHORUS

READING: Genesis 9:8-17
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with
you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there
be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I
make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is
seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on
the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God!

PSALM 25 (Read antiphonally by verse)
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you;
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame;
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.

GOSPEL HYMN: “Bless the Lord My Soul”
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15
Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in
the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the
Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels
waited on him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming
the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
GOSPEL HYMN: “Bless the Lord My Soul”

SERMON
MUSTARD SEED

SONG

“Come and Go With Me”
Come and go with me to that land (REPEAT 2X)
Where I’m bound, where I’m bound!
Come and go with me to that land (REPEAT)
Come and go with me to that land where I’m bound
Peace and freedom in that land...
(REPEAT WHOLE SONG)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With trust and hope, we turn our hearts to God in prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them
courage and hope in their troubles, & bring them the joy of your salvation.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the good earth and for the wisdom to live into our interdependence
with all of God’s creation.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute,
for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice
and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the good work of this community.
May our roles be uplifted by one another,
as we do healing work in Isla Vista and beyond.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For what and for whom else would we like to pray today? (Pause)
For all of these, we pray to God,
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.

Prayer Collect

And now, as Christ has taught us, we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
For ever and ever. Amen

BLESSING
SONG:

“Turn Turn Turn ”
CHORUS:

(Pete Seeger; Ecclesiastes 3 via The Byrds)

To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)
And a time to every purpose under heaven

A time to be born, a time to die/ A time to plant, a time to reap
A time to kill, a time to heal/ A time to laugh, a time to weep
CHORUS
A time to build up, a time to break down/ A time to dance, a time to mourn
(PAUSE) A time to cast away stones, / A time to gather stones together
CHORUS
A time for love, a time for hate/ A time of war, a time of peace
A time you may embrace/ A time to refrain from embracing
CHORUS
A time to gain, a time to lose/ A time to rend, a time to sew
A time for love, a time for hate/ A time for peace, I swear it's not too late

A SIGN OF PEACE
SENDING
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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