Welcome to

St. Michael’s University Church
An inclusive and caring community
in the heart of Isla Vista

Sunday, December 27, 2020

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE ISAIAH BELL
COLLECT
God is with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. (The celebrant says the collect, to which the people respond Amen.)

WELCOME
SONG:

“Go Tell It On The Mountain”

CHORUS:
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.
While shepherds kept their watching/ Over silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens/ There shone a holy light
CHORUS
The shepherds feared and trembled/ When lo! above the earth
Rang out the angels’ chorus/ That hailed the Savior’s birth
CHORUS
Down in a lowly manger/ The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation/ That blessed Christmas morn
CHORUS

READING: Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its
shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord
GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning
torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem
in the hand of your God.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God!

PSALM 147 (Read antiphonally by verse)
13 Jerusalem will worship you, O God,
and Zion will praise your name.
14 For you have strengthened the bars of our gates
and have blessed our children within us.
15 You have established peace on our borders;
satisfied us with the finest wheat.
16 You send out your command to the earth,
and your word runs very swiftly.
17 You give snow like wool;
scatter frost like ashes.
19 You send forth your word and melt them;
you blow with your wind, and the waters flow.

GOSPEL HYMN: “Bless the Lord My Soul”
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life
GOSPEL: John 1:1-18
Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came
into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was
his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness
we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God.
It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him
known.

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
GOSPEL HYMN: “Bless the Lord My Soul”

SERMON

MUSTARD SEED

SONG

“Grateful” (by Hezekiah Walker)
I’m grateful for the things that you have done
I’m grateful for the victories you’ve won
I could go on and on and on about your love
Because I’m grateful for you and the things you’ve done
Flowing from my heart
Are the issues of my heart
And gratefulness
Grateful, grateful, grateful, grateful ://
Gratefulness is flowing from my heart

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With trust and hope, we turn our hearts to God in prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them
courage and hope in their troubles, & bring them the joy of your salvation.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the good earth and for the wisdom to live into our interdependence
with all of God’s creation.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute,
for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice
and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.

For the good work of this community.
May our roles be uplifted by one another,
as we do healing work in Isla Vista and beyond.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For what and for whom else would we like to pray today?
(Pause)
For all of these, we pray to God,
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
Prayer Collect

And now, as Christ has taught us, we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
For ever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

SONG:

“Go Tell It On The Mountain”

CHORUS:
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.
While shepherds kept their watching/ Over silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens/ There shone a holy light
CHORUS
The shepherds feared and trembled/ When lo! above the earth
Rang out the angels’ chorus/ That hailed the Savior’s birth
CHORUS
Down in a lowly manger/ The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation/ That blessed Christmas morn
CHORUS

A SIGN OF PEACE
SENDING
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!!!
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