Welcome to

St. Michael’s University Church
An inclusive and caring community
in the heart of Isla Vista

Sunday, December 13, 2020
The Third Sunday of Advent

PRELUDE
RINGING OF ISAIAH THE BELL
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
After the bells ring, the congregation stands and sings the following
as an appointed person lights the Advent Wreath:

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart.
COLLECT
God is with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. (The celebrant says the collect, to which the people respond Amen.)

WELCOME
SONG:

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
O come, all ye faithful, joyful, and triumphant
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold him, born the king of angels
O come let us adore him
O come let us adore him
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above
Glory to God, glory in the highest
O come let us adore him
O come let us adore him
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord

READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our
God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient
ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined
cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the LORD love justice, I hate
robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will
make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known
among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. I will greatly
rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God!

PSALM 126 (Read antiphonally by verse)
1 When God restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3 Then they said among the nations,
"God has done great things for them."
4 God has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O God,
like the watercourses of the Negev.
6 Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

GOSPEL HYMN: “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”
O Lord, hear my prayer/ O Lord, hear my prayer
When I call, answer me

O Lord, hear my prayer/ O Lord, hear my prayer
Come and listen to me

GOSPEL: John 1: 1 – 8, 19-28
Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. The Word was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did
not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered,
“No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet
Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one
whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to

untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan
where John was baptizing.
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

GOSPEL HYMN: “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”
SERMON
MUSTARD SEED

SONG

“Hold On (Change is Coming)”
CHORUS:

(by Sounds of Blackness)

Hold on/ Change is coming
Hold on/ Don’t worry about a thing
Hold on/ You can make it
Hold on/ Everything will be alright

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With hope and expectation, we turn our hearts to God in prayer.
For all victims of poverty, violence, desperation, and other forms of
suffering, we pray.
God of Love, hear the prayers of your people.
For leaders and nurturers of many kinds, that they may lead with
character, kindness, and compassion.
God of Love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the expansive beauty of your creation and our renewed care for this
planet, we pray.
God of Love, hear the prayers of your people.

For the good work of this community.
May we bring God’s healing to Isla Vista and beyond.
God of Love, hear the prayers of your people.
For what and for whom else would we like to pray today?
(Pause)
For all of these, we pray to God,
God of Love, hear the prayers of your people.
Prayer Collect
And now, as Christ has taught us, we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
For ever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

SONG:
CHORUS:

“In My Hour of Darkness/Every Grain Of Sand”
In my hour of darkness
In my time of need
Oh, Lord—grant me vision
Oh, Lord—grant me speed

At the time of my confession, in the hour of my deepest need
When the pool of tears beneath my feet floods every newborn seed
There’s a dying voice within me reaching out somewhere
Toiling in the danger and darkness of despair
CHORUS
Oh, the flowers of indulgence and the weeds of yesteryear
Like criminals, they have choked the breath of conscience & good cheer
In the fury of the moment I can see the Master’s hand
In every leaf that trembles and in every grain of sand
CHORUS
The Sun beat down upon the steps of time to light the way
To ease the pain of idleness and the memory of decay
Then onward in my journey I come to understand
That every hair is numbered like every grain of sand
CHORUS
CHORUS

A SIGN OF PEACE
SENDING
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!!!
POSTLUDE
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