Welcome to

St. Michael’s University Church
An inclusive and caring community
in the heart of Isla Vista

Sunday, January 3, 2021

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE ISAIAH BELL
COLLECT
God is with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. (The celebrant says the collect, to which the people respond Amen.)

WELCOME
SONG:

“Rivers of Babylon”
By the rivers of Babylon/ where we sat down
and there we wept/ when we remembered Zion
Oh, how the wicked/ carried us away in captivity
and required from us a song!
How can we sing our Lord's song in a strange land?
So let the words of our mouth
and the meditation of our heart
be acceptable in thy sight
Adonai
By the rivers of Babylon/ where we sat down
and there we wept/ when we remembered Zion
Oh, how the wicked/ carried us away in captivity
and required from us a song!
How can we sing our Lord's song in a strange land?
How can we sing our Lord's song in a strange land?

READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief
of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel." See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the
lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall
return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them
back, I will let them walk by brooks of water; in a straight path in which they shall
not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear
the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He
who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." For
the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for
him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant
over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the
young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and
they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I
will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill
of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God!

PSALM 84 (Read antiphonally by verse)
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts!
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young;
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king & my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house!
they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you!
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of
springs, for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

GOSPEL HYMN: “Bless the Lord My Soul”
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23
Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there
until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son."
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: ‘A voice was heard in
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused
to be consoled, because they are no more.’ When Herod died, an angel of the Lord
suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child
and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's
life are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the
land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he
went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled,
"He will be called a Nazorean."

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
GOSPEL HYMN: “Bless the Lord My Soul”

SERMON
MUSTARD SEED

SONG

“Deportee” (by Woody Guthrie)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With trust and hope, we turn our hearts to God in prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them
courage and hope in their troubles, & bring them the joy of your salvation.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the good earth and for the wisdom to live into our interdependence
with all of God’s creation.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute,
for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice
and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.

For the good work of this community.
May our roles be uplifted by one another,
as we do healing work in Isla Vista and beyond.
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
For what and for whom else would we like to pray today?
(Pause)
For all of these, we pray to God,
God of love, hear the prayers of your people.
Prayer Collect

And now, as Christ has taught us, we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
For ever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

SONG:

“Go Tell It On The Mountain”

CHORUS:
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.
While shepherds kept their watching/ Over silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens/ There shone a holy light
CHORUS
The shepherds feared and trembled/ When lo—above the earth
Rang out the angels’ chorus/ That hailed the Savior’s birth
CHORUS
Down in a lowly manger/ The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation/ That blessed Christmas morn
CHORUS

A SIGN OF PEACE
SENDING
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!!!
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